
How to do gradient dyeing in a natural dye bath 

 

Materials needed:  

 

• A medium-thick piece of wool and silk blend fabric (~125 g) or balta balta infinity scarf made from 

Merino wool and silk fabrics (100%/100%) 

• Plant material: brazilwood powder (20-25 g) to get purples or logwood chips (20-25 g) to get dark 

blues  

 • Mordant: 10 g copper sulphate (CuSO₄) 
• 1-2 teaspoons baking soda (sodium bicarbonate E500) 

• Water (H₂O) 
 

1. Soaking of textiles or infinity scarf  

 

The wool needs to be soaked properly before dyeing. Put the infinity scarf in warm water (~40° C) and leave it 
to soak for at least 1 hour. 

 

2. Preparing a dye bath  

 

First, put 20-25 g of the brazilwood powder in a saucepan, cover with ~1 l of hot water and heat it at ~ 80° C 
for at least 30 min. Then fill a bigger pot with 7 – 10 l of water and also bring it to ~ 80° C. Prepare the ferrous 
sulphate solution: mix 10 g (CuSO₄) in a small quantity of water and pour the solution into the pot. For dyeing 

textile garments, pour the brazilwood extract from the saucepan into the pot with the ferrous sulphate in two 

equal parts.  

 

3. Dyeing in the dye bath 

 

The first dyeing. Pour 1/2 of the brazilwood extract into the large pot. Squeeze out the excess water from the 

pre-soaked and slowly place it in the prepared dye solution. Start with immersing one-third of the infinity 

scarf for about 15 minutes, gently moving it up and down to prevent the formation of the immersion line and 

obtain a smooth colour transition. Then immerse the whole piece for 2-3 minutes and remove it from the pot. 

 

Colour modification with baking soda to get a cooler shade. This is not necessary if you like the colour of the 

first dye. To get a slightly colder shade (purple), dissolve 1-2 teaspoons of baking soda in a separate container 

and add this solution to the dye bath. Immerse the whole piece for 2-3 minutes and remove it from the pot. 

 

The second dyeing. Add another 1/2 of the brazilwood extract to the dye solution and slowly immerse two-

thirds of the infinity scarf, also moving it up and down so that to prevent the formation of the immersion line 

and obtain a smooth colour transition. Simmer at 80° C for about 15-20 minutes and then remove the infinity 

scarf from the pot.  After 15-20 minutes, put the whole piece in, stirring, for another 2-3 minutes. 

 

4. Rinsing and further care 

 

Rinse well the dyed piece several times until the water is clear. Let it dry. For further care, use mild 

detergents, hand or machine wash at 30° C. 

 

 


